
 
   

Undergraduate Course Syllabus 
  

  
COURSE: 
  

  
SCIN 1210-Water: The World’s Most Valuable Resource 
  

  

  Location:   Leiden   Term:   Summer 2014 
  Days:    Tuesday and Thursday 
              (+1xFriday) 
  Time:   14.00 – 17.00 

  

The Instructor:  

Name: Ms. Tara DePorte 

Availability 
By appointment Tuesday-Thursday 
10am-5pm 

Email: Tara@HumanImpactsInstitute.org 

  

About the instructor 

With a BA in Human Impacts on Ecosystems from the University of Virginia and a MA in Climate and 
Society from Columbia University, Tara’s formal education has focused on issues of sustainable 
development, society, and the environment. Professionally, her international experience includes 
work throughout Latin America, the Caribbean and Europe, working with colleagues throughout the 
world on creative community development, environmental education, social justice, policy and 
networking. 
Tara founded the Human Impacts Institute in 2010, seeing a need for creative approaches to 
sustainability and global coalition building. Before starting the Human Impacts institute, Tara 
worked for 9 years as Director of Environmental Education and as Program Director for a NYC 
community-based organization--developing opportunities for inner-city youth to learn about, and 
develop responsibility for, their local environment. She has also served as a global representative 



of The Climate Reality Project since 2006, presenting to thousands of people about climate 
change.   
Tara’s international accomplishments include the development of capacity building trainings for 
international women participating in United Nations-sanctioned environmental conferences, 
representing stakeholders to the United Nations and working with lead officials on international 
policy development. Often Tara serves the role of “facilitator”, where she helps with creating and 
maintaining dialogues between different groups, such as scientists and politicians, or the general 
public. Tara is also an adjunct professor of Environmental Studies, Policy, Sustainable 
Development and Visual Arts the New School (NYC) and Webster University, Leiden (Leiden, 
Netherlands), and a guest lecturer at Columbia University (NYC).  
http://www.HumanImpactsInstitute.org 
Tara’s personal website can be found at http:// www.TaraDePorte.com 

  
 

Guest Speakers 

Rachel Cardone is Founder at RedThread Advisors, where they are working to transform 
this market by providing strategic and operational support at the portfolio scale, with 
funders, and NGOs. Formerly she was the Program Officer at the The Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation, working in the Water, Sanitation & Hygiene Program (as part of Global 
Development). Prior to her work at the Foundation, she was an international consultant, 
focusing on water economics and policy as it relates to sustainable development, largely 
in a developing country context. She has 12 years’ experience in the water sector 
(working in and with the public, private, and NGO sectors), along with two years' 
experience as a financial analyst in an investment bank, and several years working at and 
with NGOs on community development issues. More recently she has worked on issues 
relating to the intersection between poverty reduction and sustainable economic 
development, from a systems perspective. This includes policy research and economic 
analysis as well as designing and facilitating workshops and activities with a range of 
public, private, and NGO stakeholders. 
  
Gemma Bulos is an international award-winning social entrepreneur and musical activist.  
In 2001, as a singer/songwriter and pre-school teacher, she emerged from the tragedy of 
9/11 to found A Single Drop (ASD) in 2004, a non-profit organization that provides 
sustainable community-led clean water and sanitation solutions in Asia, Africa and the 
USA.  ASDs landmark project the MIllion Voice Choir, Gemma traveled around the globe 
and singlehandedly mobilized over 100 cities in over 60 countries for this unprecedented 
worldwide musical movement in celebration of Peace through Clean Water to sing a song 
she composed "We Rise". In 2006, ASDs mission evolved into focusing on sustainable water 
and sanitation solutions. Gemma opened ASDs first international country office, A Single 
Drop for Safe Water in the Philippines to design and implement an internationally 
recognized social entrepreneurial model called PODS (People Offering Deliverable 
Services) which builds the capacity of self-reliant partnerships to plan, implement and 



manage community-driven clean water and sanitation solutions through sustainable 
organizational strategies, WASH Education and appropriate technologies. Gemma has 
moved onto become the Director of the Global Women's Water Initiative equipping 
women leaders in Africa with the tools and skills to plan and implement sustainable water 
solutions. 
  
Darcey O'Callaghan is International Policy Director at Food and Water Watch.  She works 
with communities and coalitions nationally and internationally to promote local, 
democratic control of food and water resources; lobby governments to protect and 
provide public water; and raise public awareness of global natural resource policy. 
  
Upmanu Lall, Director Columbia Water Center, The Earth Institute, Columbia 
University 
Dr. Upmanu Lall is the Director of the Columbia Water Center and the Alan and Carol 
Silberstein Professor of Engineering at Columbia University. He has broad interests in 
hydrology, climate dynamics, water resource systems analysis, risk management and 
sustainability. He is motivated by challenging questions at the intersection of these 
fields, especially where they have relevance to societal outcomes or to the advancement 
of science towards innovative application. His current research covers 3 major initiatives 
that are developed through the Columbia Water Center. The Global Water Sustainability 
Initiative is focused on an assessment of global water scarcity and risk. The Global Flood 
Initiative is motivated by the desire to predict and manage floods at a global scale 
recognizing their climate drivers, and supply chain impacts. America’s Water is driven by 
the goal of developing sustainable water management and infrastructure design 
paradigms for the 21st century recognizing the linkages between urban functioning, food, 
water, energy and climate. These programmatic initiatives are backed by research on 
systems level modeling of hydrology, climate, agronomy and economics. 
 
Paul J. Williams 
Paul has over 30 years of leadership experience working in an international environment, 
including regional and global roles in strategy, marketing, communications (corporate, 
marketing, integration, change), training, management, team building, policy, and public 
representation. Now teaching and striving to inspire the next generation to further develop 
their education and skills to execute strategies in the areas of sustainability, marketing, 
business development, and communications.  
 
Paul is currently a Lecturer at the Institute of Communications, Faculty of Communications 
and Journalism at the University of Applied Sciences in Utrecht, the Netherlands,where he 
teaches courses in Communications Organization, and Organizational Behavior, and 
support for Curriculum Development.In addition to this, he is a Professor at Webster 
University in Leiden, NL, where he lectures on MBA courses in Corporate Social 
Responsibility, and undergraduate degree courses in Sustainability, Marketing Strategy, 
Communications, and Science & Technology. As the former Head of Sustainability, 



Government Relations, and Communications for Ecolab Europe, his responsibilities 
included: stakeholder engagement with the sustainability movement and its impact on 
management decision-making, including the impact of water treatment and process 
technologies upon the delivery of sustainable operations and ultimately the sustainable 
development of corporate and customer operations. 

  

THE COURSE 

 

Course Definition (source: Webster University Undergraduate Catalogue) 

Water concerns are one of the most important and controversial global issues of the 
21st century. As evidence, recent years have witnessed: critical shortages of, and 
limited access to, water used for drinking and agricultural production; increasing 
incidents of local communities struggling with corporate control over water resources; 
difficulties for poorer human populations related to water-borne diseases; and 
significant increases in cost of water through utilities. Many factors have contributed 
to this global water crisis, including: environmental conditions, governmental policies, 
political conflict, corporate and community interests, market forces and international 
trade, conventional agricultural practices, and socio-cultural beliefs, values, and 
behaviors. In a seminar format, this course will explore the role that these factors 
have played in contributing to our current water challenges. In addition, policy 
measures will be considered and evaluated for their potential to effectively address 
these challenges and promote more sustainable and socially just practices. While 
course materials will be drawn from multiple disciplines, anthropological, 
environmental, and public health contributions and perspectives will be emphasized. 
The course will include laboratory experiences that will supplement and strengthen 
the theoretical content of the course. 

  
  

Course Content 

This course will take students on a global exploration of water’s role in our lives.  
Students will explore specific countries and regions of the world throughout the course 
in a combination of individual and group research.  Using multimedia presentations, 
interactive exploration and guests speakers, students will come out of the course with 
an in-depth understanding of the crucial issues impacting freshwater supply, human 
health and dignity.  
  
All written assignments throughout the course will build upon each other and become a 
part of both the midterm and final papers and projects, in an effort to help students 
build their research and communication skills throughout the course.  



  
  

Incoming Competency 

Good research skills, writing, and creative problem solving. 

  
  

Learning Outcomes 

1.  Identify key issues surrounding water and connect them to broader issues of 
security, health, economics, technological innovation, poverty, and environmental 
well-being; 
2.  Have an appreciation of the links between social and environmental issues; 
3.  Interpret scientific and social data, as well as case studies for use in strong 
argumentation; 
4.  Understand / have gained a (thorough) understanding of the role of water in a 
changing global context, as well as to examine our personal connection to water and 
our water-related impacts. 

 

This course is a Global Citizenship Program (GCP) general education course 
and may meet the requirements for : 

PHYSICAL AND NATURAL WORLD knowledge area: 

1. Demonstrate understanding of the physical and natural world. 
  

 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATION skills area: 

1.  Written Communication is the development and expression of 
ideas in writing. Written communication involves learning to work in 
many genres and styles. It can involve working with many different 
writing technologies, and mixing texts, data, and images. Written 

communication abilities develop through iterative experiences across 
the curriculum. 

 

 

General Skills - where applicable all Webster courses will address: 
·          Writing skills. 
·          Presentation skills. 
·          Team working skills. 
·          Multicultural skills. 



Note:  Webster has adopted the APA style for citations in all papers and in all 
departments. 
All students are encouraged to be consistent with this in their writing. 

 
  

Materials (Textbook) - Webster will order textbooks for Undergraduate students 
provided the student pre-purchases the required book(s), preferably one week before 
the beginning of term. If a student chooses, he/she can order their own copy of the 
required text books. Many books are also available electronically (Kindle, iBooks, 
Coursesmart.co.uk, etc). Please make sure to check that the textbook ordered is the 
approved version, and the correct edition. Remember it is the student’s own 
responsibility to have the correct textbook(s) at the start of the course. 

Note: All books below are available via Kindle and other digital formats, as well as 
used on Amazon. 

  
  

Required Material 

The Big Thirst: The Secret Life and Turbulent Future of Water by Charles Fishman, Free 
Press (February 14, 2012)  
Drinking Water: A History by James Salzman, Overlook Hardcover (November 8, 2012) 
(Optional) Blue Future: Protecting Water for People and the Planet Forever by Maude 
Barlow, The New Press (January 7, 2014) 
  
**Professor will provide links to supplemental articles/reader for more case studies 
and academic writing on water issues. 

  
GRADING 
  

Letter Grades:  Instructor
’s 
guidelines 
for 
percentag
e 
equivalen
t of  the 
letter 
grade: 

Letter 
grades 
mean that 
in the 
opinion of 
the 
instructor 
the work 
was: 



A   (4.0),  A- (3.67) 

 A  (96-
100), A- 
(91-95) 

Superior 
work. 

B+ (3.33), B (3.0),  B- (2.67) 

 B+ (86-
90),  B 
(81-85), B- 
(76-80) Good work. 

C+ (2.33), C (2.0),  C- (1.67) 

 C+ (71-
75),  C 
(66-70), C- 
(61-65) 

Satisfactory 
work. 

D+ (1.33), D (1.0) 

 D+ (56-
60),  D 
(51-55) 

Passing, but 
less than 
satisfactory. 

F   (0.0) 

 

F   (0-50) 

Unsatisfacto
ry. No credit 
is granted. 

Other Designations:    

I Incomplete work   

ZF 

An Incomplete which was 
not completed within one 
year of the end of the 
course. 

  

IP Course in progress.   

W 
The student withdrew from 
the course 

  

NR Not reported for the course.   

Z 

A temporary designation 
given by the registrar 
indicating that the final 
grade has not been 
submitted by the instructor.  
When the final grade is filed 
in the office of the 
Registrar, that grade will 

  



replace the Z. 

    

  
ASSESSMENT:  the Instructor will evaluate students’ work as follows: 
  

Description: Percentage: Date Due 

  Active Participation 20%   

  Presentation 10% 

Tuesday, June 24rd 
or Thursday, June 
26th 

  Homework  25%   

 Mid-term paper 20% 
Thursday, June 5th 

 Final paper 25% Friday, June 27th 

  
All papers and other written assignments (essays, written mid-terms, internship reports etc., 
weighted 20% or more must be submitted by the student electronically to the 
examoffice@webster.nl  The time for submission will always be 1700 hours. The Exam Office 
will send the papers on to faculty for grading, and when they are returned by the faculty the 
exam office will send them back to the student. 
  
Students and Instructors will be asked to evaluate the course in a form to be handed out 
during week 16 of the semester. 
  
Assessment Tool  (insert learning outcomes and cross reference with the evaluation 
criteria in the table above, and assign +, ++ or x’s to reflect your course) 
  
  

Assessment Tool (++ = key tool; + = secondary tool, x = not used) 

  

  Active 
Participation 

20% 

Presentations 
10% 

Homework/ 
25% 

MidTerm 
Paper 
20% 

Final 
paper/ 
Project 

25% 

Learning Specifics           

Learning Outcome 
1 

++ + ++ ++ ++ 



Learning Outcome 
2 

+ + + + + 

Learning Outcome 
3 

+ + + ++ ++ 

Learning Outcome 
4 

++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 

GCP codeS:           

PHYSICAL & 
NATURAL WORLD 

++ + + ++ ++ 

WRITTEN 
COMMUNICATION 

+ + ++ ++ ++ 

General Skills           

Presentation skills + ++ x x ++ 

Writing skills + + ++ ++ ++ 

Team work skills x + + X ++ 

Cross-cultural 
skills 

++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 

  

Activities 

Case studies, Project groups, Videos, Group activities, Internet searches, Simulation 
games, Excursions, Student presentations, Final project/paper. 

  
Field Trips (proposed) 
UNESCO-IHE (https://www.unesco-ihe.org/)  is the largest international graduate water 
education facility in the world and is based in Delft, the Netherlands. The Institute confers 
fully accredited MSc degrees, and PhD degrees in collaboration with partners in the 
Netherlands. 
  
Since 1957 the Institute has provided graduate education to more than 14,500 water 
professionals from over 160 countries, the vast majority from the developing world. Numerous 
research and capacity development projects are carried out throughout the world. The 
Institute offers a unique combination of applied, scientific and participatory research in 
water engineering combined with natural sciences and management sciences. Since its 
establishment the Institute has played an instrumental role in developing the capacities of 



water sector organizations in the South, not least by strengthening the efforts of other 
universities and research centres to increase the knowledge and skills of professionals working 
in the water sector. 
  

 
 

ACADEMIC POLICIES 

  
University policies are provided in the current course catalog and course schedules.   They 
are also available on the university website. This course is governed by the University’s 
published policies. Please use the following link to see a complete overview of Webster 
Leiden’s Policies and Procedures:   http://www.webster.nl/students/policies/academic-
policies 
Academic Honesty:  The University is committed to high standards of academic honesty. 
Students will be held responsible for violations of these standards. Please refer to the 
university’s academic honesty policies for a definition of academic dishonesty and potential 
disciplinary actions associated with it. 
  
Drop / Withdraw:  Please be aware that, should you choose to drop or withdraw from a 
course; the date on which you notify the University of your decision will determine the 
amount of tuition refund you receive. Please refer to the university policies on drops and 
withdrawals (published elsewhere) to find out what the deadlines are for dropping a course 
with a full refund and for withdrawing from a course with a partial refund. 
  
Special Services:  If you have registered as a student with a documented disability and are 
entitled to classroom or testing accommodations, please inform the Instructor at the 
beginning of the course of the accommodations you will require in this class so that these 
can be provided. 
  
Disturbances:   Since every student is entitled to full participation in class without 
interruption, disruption of class by inconsiderate behavior is not acceptable. Students are 
expected to treat the instructor and other students with dignity and respect, especially in 
cases where a diversity of opinion arises. Students who engage in disruptive behavior are 
subject to disciplinary action, including removal from the course. 
  
Student Papers Retained: Student assignments and/or projects will be retained by the 
University for the purpose of academic assessment.  
  
Contact Hours:  It is essential that all classes meet for the full instructional time as 
scheduled and that is: 
43 contact hours for undergraduate semester classes (includes 8 hours project work); 32 
contact hours for undergraduate term classes; 36 contact hours for graduate level classes. A 



class cannot be shortened in length.   If a class session is cancelled for any reason, it must 
be rescheduled. 
  
Study Load per course: 8-week classes - students are expected to spend approximately 17 
hours per week (21 hours including class time). 16-week classes – students are expected to 
spend approximately 7,5 hours per week (10 hours including 
class time). 

Attendance, Participation, Assignments:   Students are required to attend all classes and 
participate actively. Grading will partly reflect this. Class participation accounts for roughly 
20% of the total grade. All classes include assignments (such as presentations or papers). 
Students must report to the instructor all assistance they received and all sources they used 
in carrying out their assignments. Otherwise they will fail the course and may also face 
other penalties. 

Auditors:  are expected to attend all classes and actively participate in all aspects of the 
course, including mid-term and final exams, and will be provided with a Certificate of 
Achievement. 

First Class:  The first session of a course is very important and cannot be missed.  
Therefore, in accordance with student guidelines on attendance, the instructor can request 
that students missing the first class without valid reason, and without having obtained 
permission beforehand, be dropped from the course.  
For this course, the instructor has requested that this rule is enforced. YES 

Partial Absence:  At the discretion of the Instructor, grading can be reduced for students 
who regularly arrive late for class and/or leave class early. 

Pass/Fail Option (for undergraduate students only):  In limited situations it is possible to 
take elective courses on a pass/fail basis rather than being graded with an A, B, C, D, or F 
grade. Students who wish to be graded on a Pass/Fail basis, and whose instructor agrees 
to this, must submit their request in writing (e-mail is fine) to their advisor by the end 
of the second week of class. 

Exam Office Policy (for undergraduate students):  The University applies strict deadline 
regulations. Deadlines are set by the instructor and are listed (date and time) in the course 
syllabus. All written assignments weighted 20% or more must be submitted not to the 
instructor but to examoffice@webster.nl. Assignments received after the deadline will be 
subject to a penalty: if received after the deadline but within 24 hours, the University 
recommends instructors to downgrade the assignment by one letter grade. The Exam Office 
does not accept assignments in undergraduate programs that are submitted more than 24 
hours after the deadline, and consequently these will receive a failing grade.  Faculty may, 
under documented circumstances and with the consent of the academic director, 
accept late work to be graded.  If students cannot meet the deadline for valid reasons 



(beyond the student’s control, such as illness or other extenuating circumstances), the 
student must submit a Request for Extended Deadline form which can be downloaded from 
the student section on the website. Based on the reason and evidence given, the instructor 
is alerted and decides, in consultation with both the advisor and Head of Department, on a 
new deadline. Normally extensions are approved for a maximum of two weeks. 
Exams: Students must seek permission from the Academic Director in order to take either 
mid-term or final exams on a date other than that set by the Instructor. 

Incomplete Work Incompletes (grades of "I") will only be allowed if agreed with the 
instructor and officially documented with an Agreement to Complete form (available from 
your advisor). If no such agreement has been documented, incomplete grades will 
automatically revert to F two weeks after the end of term. 
Instructors are actively encouraged not to accept students' work after the end of term. If a 
student's work has been delayed by causes beyond his/her control, an agreement to 
complete will normally be for a period of two weeks. Further extensions require the 
approval of the academic director; graduate-level integrated studies (coded 6000) will be 
exempt from this rule. It is the student's responsibility to complete the course within the 
specified time. 

  
Plagiarism is using another person’s words or ideas without telling the reader.  This applies 
not only to books and articles, but also to sources from the internet, or copying work from 
your fellow students.  Those who are discovered cheating or plagiarizing will normally 
receive a failing grade for the entire course and may even be subject to dismissal.   Please 
don’t fall into this trap.  Use in-text citations and include a bibliography in all your papers. 
(For more information, use the link to Policies and Procedures above).  Please respect your 
sources, your audience and yourself.  
Note:  WIKIPEDIA is NOT a source for academic referencing and can only be used in 
conjunction with other source referencing. 

 
  

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

Homework, subjects to be dealt with in the lesson, assignments, presentations, and 
examinations 

  
Total study load for a semester course is 10 hours a week, with approx. 7,5 hours a week 
for self-study. Term courses (8 weeks) require 21 hours a week, with approx. 17 for self-
study. 
  
Public holidays in Summer 2014: 

● Thursday, May 29, 2014 (Ascension Day) 
● Monday, June 9, 2014 (Whit Monday)   



  
Irregular class dates: 

● No class on Thursday, May 29, 2014 (Ascension Day); the class is rescheduled for 
*Friday, May 30, 2014* 

  

Date: Tuesday, May 20, 2014 Time: 14:00 – 17:00 

Lesson 
1 

Quantity: Where does our water come from? 
● Students will select their 

region/countries for class 

  

Prepar
e for 
this 
session 

Reading 
1.     Big Thirst: Chapter 2, 8 
Activity 
2.     Find and read one article (from academic 
journals, magazines, or newspapers) that deal 
with current issues around drinking water that 
really intrigues you.  It could cover anything 
relating to it: quality, quantity, management, 
conflict, pricing, innovation, etc.  Come in 
prepared to share and discuss your article and 
the issues it raises.  

  

  

Dat
e: 2 

Thursday, May 22, 2014 Time: 14:00 – 17:00 

Les
son 

Quality: How does water quality impact us and 
what are the biggest threats to water quality? 
Guest Speaker (Proposed): Rachel Cardone, 
Founder, RedThread Advisors 

  

Pre
par
e 
for 
this 
sess
ion 

Reading 
1.     Drinking Water: Introduction, Chapter 3&4, 
Afterward 
2.     Big Thirst: Chapter 1, 4 
Comments on readings to submit by e-mail one 
hour before each class (one paragraph) –include 
at least one discussion question. Due by e-mail at 
1PM the day of each class 
  
Activity: 
1.     Submit as a 1-2 page report summary of your 
findings below (due via email by 1:00pm day of 

  



class): 
·    Personal water footprint (convert to both 
cubic meter/day and gallon/day): 
http://www.waterfootprint.org/?page=cal/Water
FootprintCalculator 
http://environment.nationalgeographic.com/environ
ment/freshwater/change-the-course/water-
footprint-calculator/  
·    National average of water consumption: 
a.  Total for country/day: 
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/ER.H2O.FW
TL.K3/countries (note in units of billion cubic 
meters/year also convert to billion gallons/year) 
                                                       i.  Of your “home” 
country 
                                                      ii.     Of your project country 
b. Domestic Use Only: of your home 
country—(convert to both cubic meter/day and 
gallon/day) 
c.  Domestic Use Only: of your project 
country (convert to both cubic meter/day and 
gallon/day) 
·    Mapping world’s water resources: 
d. Where does your drinking water come 
from? 
                                                       i.   Of your “home” 
country, region, or city 
                                                      ii.     Of your project country or 
region 
·    Access to improved sanitation 
e.  Urban: 
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SH.STA.ACS
N.UR 
f.  Rural: 
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SH.STA.ACS
N.RU 
·    Access to improved water sources 
g.   Urban: 
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SH.H2O.SAFE.UR.ZS/countries 
h.  Rural: 
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SH.H2O.SAFE.RU.ZS/countries 

  
  



Date: Tuesday, May 27, 2014 Time
: 

14:00 – 17:00 

Lesso
n 3 

Conflict: The past and future of “water wars”   

Prepa
re for 
this 
sessio
n 

Reading 
1.     Drinking Water: Chapter 2, 5 
2.     Big Thirst: Chapter 1, Afterword 
3.     Blue Future: Chapter 8, 16 (optional) 
Comments on readings to submit by e-mail one 
hour before each class (one paragraph) –include 
at least one discussion question. Due by e-mail 
at 1PM the day of each class 
  
Activity 

1. Watch Last Call at the Oasis 
(screening time TBA) 

2. Prepare a 2-3 page report on past 
and/or current conflicts in your project 
region and/or country, if available 
(minimum three sources).  One source 
you may want to use is: 
http://www2.worldwater.org/chronolog
y.html  (due via email by 1:00pm day of 
class). Be sure to answer the following 
questions: 

1. A basic overview of the 
conflict/issues at hand 

2. What is the source of the 
conflict? 

3. Who are the key actors and what 
is their role in the conflict? 

4. How is water central to this 
conflict (i.e. describe what it is 
about the water resources, 
control, quality, etc that has 
contributed to, or being used as 
a part of, the conflict(s).) 

5. What are the short-term and 
long-term implications of the 
conflict(s) for the 
region/country? 

  



6. How was this conflict resolved, if 
at all? 

7. What is your prediction for 
current stability or future 
conflict in the region? 

  
  

Date: 4 *Friday, May 30, 2014* Time: 14:00 – 17:00 

 Innovation in Water Management: who 
controls water and what’s the latest in water 
technology? 

  

 Reading 
1. Drinking Water: Chapter 8 
2. Big Thirst: Chapter 10 
3. (optional) Blue Future: Chapter 9 

Comments on readings to submit by e-mail one 
hour before each class (one paragraph) –
include at least one discussion question. Due 
by e-mail at 1PM the day of each class 
  
Activity 

1. Develop an 3-4 page report that surveys 
the past, current, and projected and 
management practices, innovation, 
technology and forms of water provision 
in your region/countries (minimum five 
sources).  Be sure to address regional 
needs and any conflicting country 
needs, as applicable, for your area. 

  

  
  

Date: Tuesday, June 3, 2014 Time: 14:00 – 17:00 

Lesson 
5 

Blue Gold: The Varied Uses of Water   

Prepar
e for 
this 
session 

Reading 
1. Big Thirst: Chapter 3, 5 
2. (optional) Blue Future: Chapter 10, 11 

Comments on readings to submit by e-mail one 

  



hour before each class (one paragraph) –
include at least one discussion question. Due 
by e-mail at 1PM the day of each class 
  
Activity 

1. Watch your choice of 3 of 7 of the short 
documentaries (20 min each) on Water 
Voices: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t8n7pPwM9kM&lis
t=PLC54E4C954B18A19D 

2. Prepare a 3-4 page report on cultural 
significance of water (in ritual, religion, 
culture, etc) in your project region 
and/or country, as available, as well as 
the top uses of water (minimum five 
sources). (due via email by 1:00pm day 
of class). 

  

  
  

Date: Thursday, June 5, 2014 Time: 14:00 – 17:00 

Lesson 
6 

The Right to Drink: Service Provision and 
Pricing of Water Resources 

  

 Reading 
1.     Drinking Water: Chapter 6, 7 
2.     Big Thirst: Chapter 9 
3.  (optional) Blue Future: Introduction, Chapter 
1 & 2, 5 
Comments on readings to submit by e-mail one 
hour before each class (one paragraph) –
include at least one discussion question. Due 
by e-mail at 1PM the day of each class 
Activity 

1. Watch Flow (screening time TBA) 
2. Complete midterm paper and submit by 

17:00h to examoffice@webster.nl 

  

  

Midterm papers are required to be emailed directly to: examoffice@webster.nl by 
Thursday, June 5th and by 17:00 hours. 

  



Date: Tuesday, June 10, 2014 Time: 14:00 – 17:00 

Lesson 
7 

Increased Pressures: Climate Change, 
Industry, Agriculture and Water Demand 
Guest Speaker (proposed): Upmanu Lall, 
Director Columbia Water Center, The Earth 
Institute, Columbia University 

  

Prepar
e for 
this 
session 

Reading 
1.     Big Thirst: Chapter 7 
2.  (optional) Blue Future: Chapter 7 
Comments on readings to submit by e-mail one 
hour before each class (one paragraph) –
include at least one discussion question. Due 
by e-mail at 1PM the day of each class 
  
Activity 
1. Look at background of guest speaker and 
projects on which he has worked.  Prepare 
three questions for him that will help you in 
better understanding her work and your 
research for your project. 
2. Develop an 1-2 page report that 
addresses the current and projected impacts of 
climate change and water demands on your 
region/countries (minimum five sources).  Be 
sure to address regional needs and any 
conflicting country needs, as applicable, for 
your area.  

  

  

Date: Thursday, June 12, 2014  Time: 14:00 – 17:00 

Lesson 
8 

The Value(s) of Water: Cultural significance, 
meaning, and connections of water 
Guest speaker (Proposed): Gemma Bulos, 
Director, Global Women's Water Initiative 

  

Prepar
e for 
this 
session 

Reading 
1.     Drinking Water: Chapter 1 
2.    (optional) Blue Future: Chapter 12 
Comments on readings to submit by e-mail one 
hour before each class (one paragraph) –
include at least one discussion question. Due 

  



by e-mail at 1PM the day of each class 
  
Activity 
1.     Look at background of guest speaker and 
projects on which she has worked.  Prepare 
three questions for her that will help you in 
better understanding her work and your 
research for your project. 

  
  

Date: Tuesday, June 17, 2014 Time: 14:00 – 17:00 

Lesson 
9 

Field trip: UNESCO-IHE (https://www.unesco-
ihe.org/) is the largest international graduate 
water education facility in the world and is 
based in Delft, the Netherlands. The Institute 
confers fully accredited MSc degrees, and PhD 
degrees in collaboration with partners in the 
Netherlands. 
 
Mr. Ewoud Kok 
e.kok@unesco-ihe.org 
+31 15 215 1715 
Westvest 7, 2611 AX Delft, Netherlands 

  

 Activity 
 Look at work of UNESCO-IHE and their ongoing 
projects and courses.  Prepare three questions 
for them that will help you in better 
understanding their work and your research for 
your project. 

  

  
  

Date: Thursday, June 19, 2014 Time: 14:00 – 17:00 

Lesson 
10 

Water Policy: What policy exists (or doesn’t) 
around water issues? 
Guest Speakers:  
Paul J. Williams (2pm-4pm) 
Darcey O’Callaghan, International Policy 
Director, Food and Water Watch (4pm-5pm)  

  



Prepar
e for 
this 
session 

Reading 
1.  (optional) Blue Future: Chapter 3, 4 
Comments on readings to submit by e-mail one 
hour before each class (one paragraph) –
include at least one discussion question. Due 
by e-mail at 1PM the day of each class 
  
Activity 
1. Look at background of guest speaker and 
projects on which he has worked.  Prepare 
three questions for him that will help you in 
better understanding her work and your 
research for your project. 
2. Develop an 3-4 report that surveys key 
freshwater policy in your region/countries 
(minimum five sources).  Be sure to work 
together to address regional needs and any 
conflicting country needs, as applicable, for 
your area. 

  

  
  

Date: Tuesday, June 24, 2014 Time: 14:00 – 17:00 

Lesson 
11 

Work and feedback on final 
papers/presentations  

  

Prepar
e for 
this 
session 

Activity 
1. Prepare final paper/presentations. 

  

  
  

Date: Thursday, June 26, 2014 Time: 14:00 – 17:00 

Lesson 
12 

Final project workshop/presentations   

Prepar
e for 
this 
session 

Activity 
1. Prepare final paper/presentations. 

  

  



Final papers are required to be emailed directly to:  examoffice@webster.nl  by Friday, 
June 27th and by 17:00 hours. 

  

Additional Information on the course: 

  
Midterm (individual paper, 8-10 pages): Incorporate all written assignments into a 
midterm paper that provides an overview of your region/country and water issues we 
have covered in the course as of now.  Be sure to incorporate comments/feedback from 
professor and to provide connecting arguments and cases to fit the topics together.  This 
paper will be a draft component of your final paper and project, as well.  Grading will 
greatly reflect the improvement from original assignments to the midterm paper, as 
well as thoughtful, well-support arguments from the student. 
  
Final paper/presentation (paper and project): 
  
Final Paper (12-20 pages): Work with your regional group to synthesis and add to your 
individual country research and writing.  You will create a well-rounded picture of the 
issues surrounding freshwater resources, uses, believe, and management in your region, 
while bringing in specific examples from your individual country data.  The goal of both 
the final paper and presentation is to provide insights into the issues your regions are 
facing, while inspiring engagement of fellow students and highlighting problems and 
solutions that are unique to your region.  The expectation is that you will use your 
individual midterm papers and group written assignments as components of your final 
paper.  Grading will greatly reflect the improvement from original assignments to the 
final paper, as well as thoughtful, well-support arguments from the students. 
Portfolio: Your final “portfolio” will include your paper and all components of your final 
presentation. 
  
Final Presentation (30 minutes including/Q&A): You are challenged to transform your 
final paper and research from the course to an inspirational and interactive presentation 
for the class.  All presentations must touch on all of the key issues dealt with in the class 
for your region, while using specific country case studies/examples, and include the 
following components: 
Multi-media (up to 5 min): relevant video/examples 
Audience Participation (up to 10 min): Your presentation must have at least one 
interactive component or activity for the class to “learn-by-doing”.  Examples could be 
an experiment, debate, quiz, etc. 
Creative Output (up to 10 min): Now’s your chance to get creative with communicating 
serious issues.  This component of your presentation should be a creative and engaging 
way to get fellow students engaged in the information you are presenting.  Examples 
could include you developing a video, song, dance, skit, flash mob etc. to creatively 
communicate issues/solutions in your region. 



  

The schedule may be adjusted to meet the needs of the students 
The syllabus may be revised at the discretion of the instructor 
  

CONNECTIONS: 
A Webster.edu account is set up for each student and all Webster email 
correspondence to students will be sent to students’ Webster.edu addresses. 

 


